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HIGH  LI GETS  OF  THE  STUDY 

Although  65  percent  of  the  young  people  interviewed  in  this  study  were 
or  had  "been  members  of  4-H  clubs,  only  10  percent  were  associated  with 
extension  service  at  the  time  of  the  survey.   Nine  out  of  10  said  that 
they  would  like  to  join  with  others  of  a  similar  age  in  forming  an  or- 
ganization.  They  preferred  that  such  a  group  include  both  sexes,  have 
less  than  50  members,  and  meet  at  the  community  or  high-school  center 
once  or  twice  a  month.   The  types  of  activities  and  subject  matter  which 
they  wished  to  have  included  in  the  program  were:   Agriculture;  home 
economics;  self-improvement;  choosing  and  getting  started  in  a  vocation; 
music;  athletics*  dramatics;  trips  and  camps;  parties,  group  recreation, 
and  dances.   This  interest  in  an  organization  resulted  from  the  hope 
that  they  might  be  assisted  in  solving  some  of  the  problems  they  face. 


Problems  of  greatest 
importance: 


Earning  additional  monev. 


Getting  started  in  chosen 
vocation. 


Getting  additional 
education. 


Developing  a  more 

attractive  personality. 

Choosing  a  vocation, 


To  know  more  young  people, 
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Situation  relating  to 
the  problem: 


Annual  income  of 
young  men    

young  women  . . . 


Median 
$185 
90 


Average 

$338 

155 


89  percent  of  out-of-school  youth  had  not 
entered  their  chosen  vocation. 

68  percent  of  out-of-school  youth  were 
high-school  graduates. 

83  percent  of  in-school  and  37  percent  of 
out-of-school  youth  planned  for  or  de- 
sired education  beyond  high  school. 


47  Dercent  had  definitely  decided  upon 
their  lifework. 

78  percent  of  out-of-school  youth  held  no 
memberships    in  organizations   except 
those  associated  with  the  church. 
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Purpose  ot 


The  program  of  the  extension  service  is  serving  the  hoys  and  girls 
through  4-H  club  work  and  the  adults  through  the  work  of  home  demonstra- 
tion and  agricultural  agents.   Many  4-E  club  members  drop  the  work  "before 
reaching  age  16,  and  do  not  again  participate  in  the  extension  program 
until  they  "become  more  or  less  established  in  actual  farming. 

As  a  result  there  is  an  "in-between"  period  of  varying  length  during 
which  most  of  these  young  people  do  not  find  a  place  in  the  adult  activities 
of  the  community  and  have  lost  interest  in  the  activities  of  younger  boys 
and  girls.   Recognizing  the  need  for  an  educational  program  which  would 
meet  the  needs  of  this  group  in  their  continued  preparation  for  life,  the 
extension  service  is  expanding  its  program  to  more  effectively  serve  this 
group. 

It  was  the  purpose  of  this  stud:,'  to  obtain  information  that  would 
indicate  the  needs  and  desires  of  this  "in-between"  group  and  enable  exten- 
sion workers  to  meet  these  needs  more  effectively.   The  choice  of  ages  16 
to  25,  and  the  exclusion  of  those  who  were  married,  were  arbitrary  deci- 
sions necessary  to  successful  administration  of  the  study. 

Rural  Youth  _in  Oregon 

The  rural  population  of  Oregon  16-25  years  of  age  inclusive  is  ap- 
proximately 75,000/1.   More  than  a  fourth  (29.4  percent)  are  in  school. 
Slightly  less  than  one  fourth  (2?.?  percent)  are  married.   The  remainder, 
47.3  percent  or  approximately  35,000,  are  out  of  school  but  not  married 
(fig.  1). 

As  a  large  number  of  the  farm-reared  youth,  particularly  the  young 
women,  migrate  to  village  or  urban  centers,  60  percent  of  the  farm  young 
people  between  16  and  25  years  of  age  are  16  to  20  years  of  age,  and  40 
percent  are  21  to  25  years  of  age.   In  the  rural  nonfarm  group  the  number 
21  to  25  years  of  age  is  almost  equal  to  the  number  16  to  20. 

In  the  out-of-school-not-married  group  there  are  more  than  twice  as 
many  young  men  as  young  women.   The  most  important  reason  for  this  situa- 
tion is  that  the  young  women  marry  at  an  earlier  age.   In  the  out-of-school- 
not-married  group  living  on  farms,  the  ratio  of  young  men  to  young  women 
is  5  to  2.   In  addition  to  marrying  earlier,  a  larger  portion  of  the  farm- 
reared  young  women  migrate  to  village  or  urban  centers  than  do  the  young 
men.   The  average  young  man  on  the  farm  is  somewhat  older  when  he  marries 
than  young  men  in  cities  and  villages. 


£1       1930  Census 
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Among  the  rural  out-of-school-not-married  young  men,  the  number  who 
are  19  is  greater  than  for  any  other  single  year.   The  number  of  17-year- 
olds  and  24-year-olds  is  about  equal,  and  in  each  of  these  single-year  age 
groups  there  are  approximately  two-thirds  as  many  individuals  as  in  the 
19-year  age  group. 

Among  the  rural  out-of-school-not-married  young  women,  the  IB-,  19-, 
and  20-year-old  age  groups  are  the  largest.   The  number  of  15-year-olds  is 
slightly  greater  tnan  the  number  23  years  of  age.   The  number  of  16-year- 
olds  or  23-year-olds  is  approximately  half  as  large  as  the  number  in  the 
single-year  age  groups  between  18  and  20  yeHrs  of  age. 

Method  of  Study 

This  study  is  one  of  seven/-?-  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Land- 
Grant  College  Committee  on  Older  Youth/?..   The  ouestionnaire/4  used  in  the 
study  was  prepared  cooperatively  by  the  Extension  Service  of  Oregon  and  the 
Section  of  Extension  Studies  and  Tep,ching,  Division  of  Coooerative  Extension, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Records  were  obtained  during  August  1935  by  the  personal  interview 
method.   The  records  were  taken  by  members  of  the  extension  staff  of  the 
Oregon  State  Agricultural  College  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. /5  Substantially  every  unmarried  young  person  16-25  years  of  age 
living  in  the  areas  studied  at  the  time  of  the  survey  was  contacted.   Less 
than  2  percent  refused  to  give  the  information  desired.   A  few  of  the  inter- 
views occurred  at  the  place  where  the  young  peonle  were  employed,  but  most 
of  the  records  were  taken  on  the  farms  or  in  the  homes  where  they  lived. 


/3   Similar  studies  have  been  conducted  in  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Iowa, 
Maryland,  South  Carolina,  and  Utah.   The  report  of  the  Connecticut 
study  is  given  in  Extension  Service  Circular  239,  Situations,  Problems, 
and  Interests  of  Unmarried  Sural  Young  People  16-25  Years  of  Age,  by 
A.  J.  Brundage  and  M.  C.  Yi/ilson,  1936;  and  the  report  of  the  Maryland 
study  in  Extension  Service. Circular  269,  Situations.  Problems,  and 
Interests  of  Unmarried  Rural  Young  People  16-25  Years  of  Age,  by 
Barnard  D.  Joy  and  T.  B.  Manny,  1937. 

/3  Committee  appointed  November  20,  1935:   L.  R.  Simons,  director  of  exten- 
sion, New  York,  chairman;  Maude  S.  Wallace,  home  demonstration  leader, 
Virginia;  R.  K.  Bliss,  director  of  extension,  Iowa;  E.  L.  Ballard, 
vice  director  of  extension,  Oregon;  Eugene  Merritt,  extension  econo- 
mist, U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

/4  Questionnaire  blank  included  in  Aor>endix. 

/5  J.  R,  Beck,  rural  service  specialist;  Grant  Perry,  assistant  county 

agent;  H.  G.  Smith,  assistant  county  agent:  Alice  Malin,  home  demon- 
stration agent;  J.  W.  Kuhlman,  D.  Palmer  Young,  and  Beth  Joy,  of  the 
Oregon  Extension  Service;  and  Gladys  Gallup,  home  economist,  and 
Barnard  Joy,  agriculturist ,  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Areas  Studied 

The  Oregon  Extension  Service  selected  four  counties  which  were  con- 
sidered representative  of  the  orincroal  tyoes  of  farming  in  the  State.   With- 
in each  county  one  or  two  representative  areas  were  chosen  "by  the  county  ex- 
tension agents  in  conference  with  those  in  charge  of  the  study  (fig.  2). 

-G-eneral  farming,  dairying,  and  fruit  and  vegetable  production  are  the 
major  agricultural  enterprises  of  "both  Lane  and  Clackamas  Counties.   The 
areas  studied  in  these  two  counties  are  rather  highly  developed,  and  the 
farms  are  smaller  than  the  average  of  207  acres  for  the  entire  group  of  four 
counties.   One  area  in  Lane  County,  near  Goshen,  was  rather  "below  the  aver- 
age in  productivity,  while  that  in  the  Santa  Clara— Junction  City  district 
was  highly  fertile. 

The  Boring  community  of  Clackamas  County,  which  is  approximately  15 
miles  from  the  city  of  Portland,  was  the  nearest  to  any  large  urban  area  of 
any  of  the  communities  studied. 

The  areas  studied  in  Tillamook  Count"'-  are  devoted  almost  exclusively 
to  dairying,  and  are  representative  of  this  outstandingly  successful  dairy 
county.   Quite  a  large  percentage  of  the  young  folk  are  of  Swiss  oarentage. 

In  Union  County  an  entirely  different  type  of  agriculture  is  followed. 
The  district  is  largely  devoted  to  livestock  and  grain  -oroduction  with  some 
dairying  on  irrigated  land.   In  this  district  the  farms  are  larger  than  the 
207-acre  average  for  the  four  counties.   Eere,  as  in  the  other  three  counties, 
almost  all  of  the  young  oeoole  are  American  born,  and  taking  the  four  counties 
as  a  whole  their  parents  e^re  also  American  "born. 

In  "both  Lane  and  Tillamook  Counties,  logging  enterprises  provide  em- 
ployment for  many  of  the  young  men,  while  in  Lane  and  Clackamas  Counties 
canneries,  fruit  harvests,  and  similar  enterprises  provide  seasonal  employ- 
ment for  both  young  men  and  women.  In  Union  County  employment  is  largely 
confined  to  farming  operations.  In  all  four  counties  "both  agricultural  and 
urban  populations  are  steadily  increasing.  Parms.  are.  "being  divided  and  new 
lands  are  'being  brought  into  cultivation. 

The  number  of  usable  records  obtained  was:   Tillamook  County,  102; 
Union  County,  100;  Clackamas  County,  106;  and  Lane  County,  102. 
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CHARACTERISTICS  OF  YOUttG  PEOPLE  STUDIED 

In 

As  studies-^  similar  to  this  one  are  "being  made  of  village  young 
people,  no  attempt  was  made  to  choose  areas  for  study  that  would  yield  a 
proportionate  sample  of  farm  and  rural  nonfarm  youth.   The  areas  were  prin- 
cipally agricultural,  "but  substantially  all  of  the  young  people  living  in 
the  ooen  country  but  not  on  farms  and  in  rural  villages/Z  in  the  areas  sur- 
veyed were  included.   Of  the  410  youn?  people  considered  in  this  report, 
86  percent  lived  on  farms,  9  percent  lived  in  the  open  country  but  not  on 
farms,  and  5  percent  lived  in  rural  villages. 

Fifty-four  percent  of  the  young  people  interviewed  were  young  men, 
and  46  percent  were  young  women.   The  43  percent  who  exoected  to  be  in 
school  (or  college)  during  the  coming  school  year  are  classed  in  this  report 
as  "in  school."  The  remaining  52  percent  are  put  in  the  "out-of-school" 
group  (table  1) . 

When  all  the  young  people  surveyed  are  considered  the  percentage  of 
young  men  interviewed  and  the  percentage  of  out-of-school  young  people 
interviewed  are  smaller  than  the  corresponding  percentages  calculated  from 
data  reported  in  tne  1930  Census.   This  may  be  partly  explained  by  the  fact 
that  school  attendance  has  increased  since  1930.  Another  contributing  factor 
is  that  since  1930  migration  to  the  cities  has  decreased.   As  a  larger  por- 
tion of  the  young  women  usually  leave  the  farms  than  the  young  men  this 
decrease  would  leave  more  young  women  on  the  farms.   A  third  reason  is  that 
more  of  the  out-of-school  than  of  the  in-school  group  and  more  of  the  young 
men  than  of  the  young  women  were  away  from  home  at  the  time  the  study  was 
made.   Por  example,  out-of-school  young  men  enrolled  in  C.C.C.  camps  or  work- 
ing away  from  home  in  lumber  carves  were  included  in  the  census  but  were  not 
included  in  this  study  because  they  were  not  living  at  home  at  the  time  the 
study  was  made.   The  study  was  made  during  the  very  busy  harvest  season  when 
the  employment  of  young  people  was  at  the  peak. 

Most  of  the  young  people,  76  -oercent,  were  born  in  the  country. 
Seven  percent  were  born  in  rural  villages  and  17  oercent  in  cities.  When 
asked  the  question,  "Where  would  you  -orefer  to  live?",  84  percent  answered 
"In  the  country",  4  percent  answered,  "In  a  village",  and  12  percent 
answered,  "In  a  city." 

Family  and  Home  Situations 

The  family  situations  of  both  the  young  women  and  the  young  men  inter- 
viewed were  essentially  the  same.   The  fathers  of  93  percent  and  the  mothers 
of  90  percent  of  the  young  people  were  living.   The  average  number  of  living 

/6   Studies  of  rural  youth,  15  to  29  years  of  age,  in  45  agricultural  villages, 
planned  and  conducted  by  Dr.  Bruce  Melvin,  in  cooperation  with  the  Amer- 
ican Youth  Commission,  Columbia  University  Council  on  Social  Research, 
and  W.  P.  A.   Data  unpublished. 

lL     Croup  of  10  or  more  nonfarm  homes  with  total  population  of  2,499  or  less. 
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"brothers,  and  sisters  at  home,  or  elsewhere  was  3.5.   Some  of  the  "brothers 
and  sisters  had  left  home  either  to  marry  or  to  get  work,  as  the  average 
numher  of  persons  living  at  home  except  hired  help  "but  including  parents, 
children,  and  other  relatives  was  5.2.   Of  these  2.1  were  26  years  of  age 
or  older,  2  were  "between  IS  and  25,  and  1.1  were-  younger  than  16. 

Although  86  percent  of  the  young  people  lived  on  farms,  only  77  per- 
cent reported  "farmer"  as  the  occupation  of  the  head  of  the  family.  The 
occupations  of  most  of  the  fathers  of  the  other  young  folks  fell  in  the 
skilled  and  unskilled  laoor  classes. 

The  average  home  of  these  young  people  had  6.8  rooms,  and  64  percent 
of  them  had  "bedrooms  of  their  own.   Indicative  of  the  comparatively  high 
standard  of  home  life  are  the  facts  that  51  percent  of  the  homes  were 
equipped,  with  teleohones,  69  percent  had  electric  lights,  and  65  percent 
had  running  water.   There  were  "bathrooms  in  57  percent  of  the  homes  and 
radios  in  79  percent. 

Most  of  the  young  people  (93  percent )  were  living  under  the  parental 
roof.   Four  percent  were  living  with  other  relatives,  and  3  percent  were 
living  elsewhere,  frequently  with  an  employer. 


EDUCATIONAL  AIUC  OCCUPATIONAL  SITUATIONS 

Educational  Situation  of 
Young  Pen-ole  in  School 

Of  the  97  young  men  and  the  101  young  women  who  expected  to  "be  in 
school  during  the  fall  and  winter,  almost  two-thirds  (65.6  percent)  were 
returning  to  high  school.   A  fourth  (22.2  percent)  were  high-school  gradu- 
ates who  expected  to  enter  college  in  the  fall.  A  few  (10.6  percent)  had 
attended  college  and  planned  to  continue  their  work. 

More  than  half  (52.5  percent)  of  the  in-school  group  were  definitely 
planning  for  education  "beyond  high  school.   An  additional  31  percent  desired 
or  hoped  for  schooling  after  high-school  graduation.   Only  1  out  of  6  did 
not  want  or  plan  for  a  college  course  or  some  other  advanced  training  such 
as  nursing,  business  college,'  or  normal  school. 

Educational  Status  of  the 
Cut -of- School  Group 

The  out-of-school  young  people  were  less  favored  in  the  matter  of 
formal  education.   Less  than  1  in  10  (9.4  percent)  had  received  training 
in  advance  of  high  school  and  more  than  1  in  5  (20.8  percent)  had  no  school- 
ing "beyond  the  elementary  level  (table  2). 

The  young  women  had  more  schooling  than  the  young  men  as  77  percent 
were  high-school  graduates  compared  with  61  percent  of  the  young  men. 
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Ta"ble  2.-  Schooling  completed  by  out- of -school,  unmarried 

youth  16  «  25,  years  of*  age 


Item 

Young 
men 

Young 
women 

Soth 

124 

88 

212 

Percentage  who  have  completed: 

Schooling  more  advanced  than  high  school  .... 

7.2 

12.5 

9.4 

54.0 

64.8 

53.5 

15.7 

24.2 

0.8 

8.0 

13.6 

1.1 

11.3 

19.8 

Seven  grades  or  less  of  elementary  school  ... 

0.9 

Only  1  in  10  of  the  out-of-school  young  people  were  planning  to  return  to 
school,  "but  a  third  of  those  who  were  not  planning  for  more  schooling  desired 
or  hoped  to  "be  able  to  continue  their  formal  education. 

Vocational  Agriculture  and  Home  Economics 

Home  economics  was  a  popular  study  with  the  young  women  in  school  as 
59  percent  had  taken  this  course  for  an  average  of  1.9  years.   The  39  percent 
of  the  out-of-school  young  women  who  had  taken  home  economics  had  studied  the 
subject  for  an  average  of  2  years. 

Agriculture  was  not  offered  in  all  the  high  schools  serving  the  areas 
surveyed  and  did  not  have  so  broad  an  appeal  as  home  economics.   The  30  per- 
cent of  the  young  men  in  school  who  chose  this  subject  had  taken  it  for  an 
average  of  1.8  years.   The  average  length  of  time  that  agriculture  had  been 
studied  by  the  13.5  percent  of  the  young  men  out  of  school  who  had  taken  that 
course  was  2.8  years. 

Occupational  Situation  of  the  Young  Men 


Of  the  124  out 
farms.   Thirty-three 
home:  9  as  farm  labo 
of  work.   A  general  f 
who  depended  upon  the 
farm  operators;  34  we 
of  the  year;  27  were 
ployed  for  from  1  to 
have  done  all  the  lab 
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-of-school  young  men  who  were  interviewed,  110  lived  on 
of  them  had  100  or  more  days  of  employment  away  from 
rers,  12  in  the  lumber  industry,  and  12  in  other  types 
arm-management  appraisal  indicates  that  of  the  other  77 
home  farm  for  the  major  part  of  their  employment  6  were 
re  replacing  hired  men  and  were  profitably  employed  most 
replacing  seasonal  farm  workers  and  were  profitably  em- 
6  months;  and  10  were  on  farms  where  the  father  could 
or  without  extra  help. 
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Some  of  the  farm  youth  whose  principal  employment  was  away  from  home 
had  helped  with  the  work  on. the  home  farm.  -Many  of  these  who  were  dependent 
upon  the  home  farm  for  a  major  portion  of  their  employment  had  done  some  work 
(less  than  100  days),  away  from  home. 

Occupational  Preference  of  the  -Young  Men 

"Have  you  definitely  decided  Upon  your  lifework?"  '  "Yes"  was  the  answer 
of  47  percent  of  the  in- school  and  50  percent  of  the  out-of-school  young  men.. 
Regardless  of  whether  or  not  the  young  person  "being  interviewed  had  definitely 
decided  upon  a  lifework,  he  was  asked  to  give  his  "first  choice."   Farming 
was  the  first  choice  of  22  percent  of  the  in- school  and  46  percent  of  the 
out-of-school  young  men  (table  3).   The  professions  were  popular  with  those  in 
schcol  as  35  percent  of  the  occupations' given  as  first  choice  were  professional 
in  nature.   Only  9  percent. of  ;the  young  men  out  of  school  looked  forward  to 
professional  careers. 

*'•  Tahlo  3*  gives  the  occupational'  data  for  all  of  the  young  men,  including 
the  in— school  and  nonfarm  groups  as  well  as  those  out  of  school  living  on 
farm's . 

Of  the  young  men  interviewed,  8  percent  had  already  entered  their 
"first  choice"  vocation. /_8   In  addition  66  percent  expected  to  enter  the  voca- 
tion of  their  choice  or  be  getting  necessary  training  or  experience  for  it 
during  the  next  5  years.   Only  11  percent  replied  that  they  did  not  expect  to 
enter  or  be  training  for  their  vocational  Choice  in  the  next  5  years  and  as 
the  remaining  15  percent  gave  no  vocational  choice  they  could  not  answer  this 
question. 


Occupational  Situation  of  the  Young  Women 

Twenty-eight  of  the  83  young  women  out  of  school  had  been  employed  away 
from  home  for  100  days' or  more  during  the  past  year,  10  had  been  employed  from 
50  to  99  days,  22  had  employment  for  less  than  50  days,  and  23  had  no  gainful 
employment  away  from  home  (table  4). 

The  types  of  regular  employment  (100  days  or  more)  reported  were: 
Housework,  15;  stenographic  and  secretarial,  4;  clerk  in  store,  3;  waitress  in 
restaurant,  3;  worker  in  knitting  mill,  1;  teacher,  1 ;  and  Worker  in  beauty 
shop,  1.   Most  of  those  employed  for  less  than  100  days  did 'housework  or 
seasonal  farm  work  such  as  picking  beans,  hops,  and  fruit. 


fQ_     Of  those* -who  indicated  farming  as  their  vocational  choice  only  those  who 
wore  farm  operators  were  classed  as  having  entered  their  chosen  vocation. 
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Tahle  3. — Occupational    situations  and  preferences — young  men 


Out 

of  school 

In  school 

Type  of  occupation 

Occupation 

during 
last  year 

Occupational 
preference 

Occupational 
preference 

Number  of  records  

124 

124 

97 

Percentage  indicating: 

72.6 

46.0 

21.6 

Professional  agriculture  

6.2 

Technical  engineer  

•   ■   •   •   • 

4.9 

10.3 

Teacher  or  athletic  coach... 



1.6 

9.3 

Other  profession  

•   •   •   •   m 

2.4 

9.3 

0.8 

6.2 

Other  proprietors,  managers, 

4.0 
0.8" 

7.3 

4.1 

3.1 

Diesel  engineer r 



6.5 

5.2 

1.6 

4.1 

0.8 

1.6 

2.4 

15.4 

4.0 
3.2 
3.2 
2.4 
16.1 

2.1 

2.1 

1.0 

1.0 

14.4 

2.4 
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—  Gccupat i onal  situation  and  preference — young  women 


F~ 


Type  of  occupation 


Numher  of  records  

Percentage  indicating: 

Eomemaker  or  houseworker 

Nurse 

Teacher  

Other  profession  


Proprietors,  managers,  .and 
officials 


Secretarial  workei 


Other  clerics  and  kindred 
workers  


Skilled  workers  

Beautician  

Unskilled  workers  . . . 
No  gainful  employment 
Unknown  


Out  of  school 


Occupation 

during 
last  year 


oc 
do 


35 . 2  ' 


1.1' 


4.6 
3.4 

1.1 

4.6 


Occupational 
"oref  erence 


88 


20 

.5 

8 

.0 

9' 

.1 

.5 

1 

.1 

22 

.7 

3.4 


6.3 


23.9 


In  school 


Occupational 
■preference 


101 


2.0 

5.9 

20.3 

14.9 

■  1.0 
23.7 

3.0 
1.0 

■  6.9 


15.8 
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Occupational  Preference  of  the  Young  'Women 

There  were  43  percent  of  the  i:a-school  and  42  percent  of  the  out- of - 
school  young  women  who  said  that  they  had  definitely  decided  upon  the  lifework 
which  they  would  like  to  follow.   Most  of  those  who  had  not  definitely  decided 
indicated  a  first  choice,  but  16  percent  of  the  in-school  and  24  percent  of  the 
out-of-school  group  not  only  had  made  no  definite  decision  out  would  not  indi- 
cate a  preference. 

Among  those  who  indicated  a  preference  secretarial  and  stenographic 
work  was  most  popular;  teaching  ranked  second  with  the  in-school  group  and 
homemaking  ranked  second  with  the  out-of-school  group.   Beauty  culture  and 
nursing  were  the  only  other  occupations  listed  as  "first  choice"  by  more  than 
10  of  the  young  women. 

Pour  percent  of  the  young  women  had  entered  their  "first  choice"  vocation 
and  67  percent  expected  to  enter  or  be  getting  necessary  training  for  it  during 
the  next  5  years.   Only  10  percent  did  not  expect  that  they  would  be  entering 
or  getting  necessary  training  for  their  "first  choice"  vocation  during  the 
next  5  years,  and  as  the  remaining  19  percent  gave  no  vocational  choice  they 
could  not  answer  this  question. 


ECONOMIC  STATUS  OP  RURAL  YOUTH 

Money  Income  of  Young  People 

There  was  a  wide  variation  in  the  amount  of  income  received  by  different 
individuals  of  the  same  age  and  sex  (tables  5  and  6).   This  variation  had 
little  or  no  relationship  to  the  school  status  of  the  individual.   The  median/ 9 
income  for  in-school  and  out-of-school  groups  of  the  same  age  and  sex  was 
approximately  the  same. 

The  median  income  showed  a  steady  annual  increase  of  approximately  25 
percent  as  the  young  people  grow  older.   The  percentage  of  increase  was  slightly 
higher  for  young  men  than  for  the  young  women. 

The  median  income  of  the  young  men  was  almost  twice  as  much  as  the  in- 
come of  the  young  women  of  the  same  age.  Sight  percent  of  the  young  women  and 
19  percent  of  the  young  men  had  incomes  of  $500  or  more.   More'  than  half  (52.4 
percent)  of  the  young  women  and- IB. 5  percent  of 'the  young  men  had  incomes  of 
less  than  $100.  •  -  ■ 


/9  In  measures  of  cash  income,  the  median  is  a  better  measure . of . central . 

tendency  than  the  average  (arithmetic  mean).   A  few  relatively  high  in- 
comes result  in  an  arithmetic  mean  which  is  higher  than  72  percent  of  all 
the  cases.   The  median  is  the  middle  case.   Fifty  percent  of  the  indivi- 
duals have  incomes  higher  than  the  median,  and  50  percent  have  incomes 
that  are  lower. 
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Ta"ble  5. — Total  money  income  of  young  men 


Income 


Total  . 
Ave  rage 
Median 


Jumber   oi    cases   oy   age    groups 
'  18-19 


15-17 


0  -   $49  .  .  . 

$50  -  ?:.:-  ... 

$100  -  f  i.49  -  .  . 

$150  -  el99  ..  . 

cb  -~>  i  "*  r\  r*  o  r\  n 

v<3vj\J   —    tpdya  .  .  . 

$500  -  $599  . .  . 

$400  -  $499  .  .  . 

$500  -  $749  . . . 

$750  -  $999  ... 

$1,000  -$1249  .  .  . 
$1,250  or  more  .  . 


8 
15 
25 

7 
11 

5 

1 


72 
$141 
$120 


2 
12 
16 

6 

n 
G 

7 
1 
6 
5 
2 
2 

67 

$520' 

$176 


20- 


2 

1 
8 
5 
7 
o 

5 
2 
3 

5 
1 

4-2 


28 


24-25 


12 
$516 


$576   j  $751 

i 

!     i 

$288   I  $500  i  $455 


Total 


Number 


12 
29 
52 
19 
50 
27 
9 

16 
12 


221 

$558 

|   $185 


Percent- 
age 


5.4 

15.1 

25.5 

8.6 

15.5 

12.2 

4.1 

8.2 

5.4 

5.6 

2.5 


100.0 


Table   6. — Total  money   income   of  young  v/omen 


Income 


0  - 

54-9 

$50  - 

$99 

$100  - 

S149 

$150  - 

1  99 

$200  - 

$500  - 

3C99 

$400  - 

$499 

ipoOO  - 

3^49 

S750  - 

$999 

51,000  -  $1,249 
$1,250  or  more 


Total  ., 
Average 
Median  , 


Number  of  cases  "by  age  groups 


v-17 


52 


13-19 


1  "1 
J-_L 

15 
q 

9 
10 
3 
1 
6 


24-25 


1 

3 
] 

4 
2 
1 
1 


Total 


iber 

Percent 
age 

43 

22.3 

56 

29.6 

25 

13.2 

20 

10.6 

13 

9.5 

7 

3.7 

5 

2.7 

13 

6.9 

1 

0.5 

t_ 

0.5 

16  j      2      189 
i 
.245  !   $298     $156 


$190  !   $298 


$90 


100.0 
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-  Source  of ■Money  Income 

The  amount  received  as  spending  money  and  gifts  principally  from  parents 
had  oeen  the  highest  single  source  of  income  for  more  than  half  (54  percent) 
of  the  young  women  in  school  during  the  past  year  (figure  3).   Three  in  eight 
of  the  young  men  in  school  and  of  the  young  women  out  of  school  were  dependent 
upon  that  source. _, Less  than  one  in  four  (23  percent)  of  the  out-of-school 
young  men  had  received  a  major  portion  of  their  income  from  parents  or  rela- 
tives as  gifts  and  spending  money. 

Allowance  from  parents  was  the  most  important  source  of  income  for  8 
percent  of  those  in  school  and  3  percent  of  those  out  of  school.   In  addition 
to  the  42  percent  of  all  the  young  people  who  had  received  a  major  portion  of 
their  income  from  allowances,  gifts,  and  spending  money,  22  percent  had  received 
less  than  half  of  their  money  from  these  sources. 


Young  men  in  school 


Young  men  out  of  school 


Young  women  in  school 


Young  women  out  of  school 


Wages  or  .share  in  farm  "business  ------- 

Allowance  from  parents  or  others   ------  _I 

Gifts  and  spending  money  ----------- 

Earnings  away  from  home  ------------ 


Figure  3. — Percentage  of  young  people  who  received  the  major  portion 

of  their  income  from  the  source  indicated. 
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The  amounts  which  the  young  men  most  frequently  estimated  that  they  had 
received  as  spending  money  were  "a  dollar  a  week",  "$2  a  week",  and  "$5  a 
month."   Young  women  reported  "50  cents  a  week",  "75  cents  a  week",  and  "a 
dollar  a  week"  more  frequently  than  other  amounts  (table  7). 

Wages  for  work  at  home  or  a  share  in  the  farm  receipts  vra.s  the  princi- 
pal source  of  income  for  1  in  4  of  the  young  men  out  of  school,  for  1  in  9  of 
the  young  men  in  school  and  the  young  women  out  of  school,  and  for  1  in  16  of 
the  young  women  in  school.   In  addition  to  the  14  percent  for  whom  income 


Table  7. — Relation  of  source  of  money  income  to  amount  received. 


Source  of  in romp 

Young  men 

Young 

women 

Total 

In 
school 

Out  of 
school 

In 
school 

Out  of 
school 

97 

124 

101- 

38 

410. 

Wages  or  share  in  business 
at  home : 

Percentage  reporting  .... 

15.5 

33.1 

6.9 

18.2 

19.8 

Median  amount  

$200 

$220 

$34 

$50 

S198 

Employment  away  from  home: 

Percentage  reporting  .... 

72.2 

69.4 

55.4 

63.2 

66.3 

$75 

$192 

$48 

$97 

$96 

Spending  money,  gifts,  and 
allowances  from  parents  or 
others : 

Percentage  reporting  .... 

70.1 

39.5 

90.1 

62.5 

64.1 

$60 

$60 

$45 

$50 

$50 

from  wages  at  home  or  share  in  the  farm  business  was  the  most  important  source 
of  income,  6  percent  of  the  young  people  received  some  of  their  income  from 
this  source.   The  median  amount  that  the  young  men  had  received  from  this  source 
during  the  past  year  was  $200  and  the  median  for  the  young  women  was  $40.   Most 
of  the  young  women  had  received  this  income  for  helping  to  pick  berries,  fruit, 
beans,  or  hops.   The  young  men  receiving  wages  or  a  share  of  receipts  for  work 
at  home  had  a  wide  variety  of  arrangements. 

/ 
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'wo-thrirds  of  the  young-  people  had  earned  money  working  away  from  home 
during  the  year  preceding  the  interview.   It  was  the  major  source  of  income 
for  43  percent.   The  amount  received  varied  from  $2  to  $1,500,  and  the  type 
of  work  from  packing  prunes  to  grading  timber. 

Of  the  124  young  men  out  of  school  86(69.4  percent)  had  received  some 
income  from  employment  away  from  home.   Six  had  "been  employed  as  farm  laborers 
on  a  year-round  "basis  (table  8)  .   Sight  times  as  many  (48)  had  done  farm 
work  on  a  seasonal  "basis  (from  a  few  days  to  5  months).   Wheat,  hay,  and 
fruit  harvesting  were  responsible  for  most  of  this  work.   Fifteen  had  "been 
employed  in  the  lumber  industry  mostly  as  loggers  and  mill  workers.   Twenty- 
six  had  heen  employed  in  23  other  types  of  work. 

Seasonal  farm  work  was  also  the  type  of  employment  reported  most  fre- 
quently "by  the  young  men  in  school.   Of  the  97  interviewed,  70,  or  72  percent, 
reported  some  income  from  employment  away  from  home  and  59  had  earned  all  or 
part  of  this  income  doing  seasonal  farm  work.   The  typical  situation  was  30 
days  of  work  at  $2  a  day. 

Picking  "beans,  hops,  "berries,  and  fruit  was  the  kind  of  seasonal  farm 
work  that  the  young  women  usually  reported  as  source  of  income  away  from 
home.   These  johs  were  frequently  piece  work  that  provided  4  to  8  weeks  of 
employment  and  at  which  the  young  women  earned  from  $1.00  to  $1.50  a  day-. 
Fifty-five,  or  29  percent  of  all  the  young  women  interviewed,  reported  this 
source  of  income. 

Housework,  employment  for  A2   young  women  during  the  past  year,  usually 
provided  employment  for  a  longer  period,  10  to  15  weeks,  hut  the  pay,  $4  to 
$5  a  week,  was  less  than  for  farm  work. 
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:ab 1 e  8 . —  Out s i de  employment  of  rural  young  people 


Type  of  work 

Numoer 
employed 

Usual  employment  situation/^Q 

Young  men  out  of  school — 
124  records : 

48 

6 
15 

5  weeks  ©  $15.00  a  week. 

12  months  @  $42.50  a  month. 
9  months  @  $95.00  a  month. 

Young  men  in  school — 
97  records: 

59 
7 

5  weeks  @  ^12.00  a  week. 

15  weeks  @  $24.00  a  week. 

Young  women  out  of  school — 
83  records: 

28 

25 

8 

6 

4  weeks  ©  S8.00  a  week. 
I2i  weeks  @  S4.50  a  week. 

Waitress  or  clerk  in  store  .... 
Stenographic  or  office  work  . . . 

12  months  @  $42.75  a  month. 
3  months  @  $50.00  a  month. 

Young  women  in  school — 
101  records: 

27 

17 
6 
5 

l\   weeks  <3>     $6.84  a  week. 
10  weeks  @  $4.00  a  week. 

Waitress  or  clerk  in  store 
Stenographic  or  office  work  . . . 

10  weeks  @     $7.32  a  week. 
8  weeks  <&   $15.00  a  week. 

All  groups; — 410  records: 

12 

6  1/3  weeks  8  $14.52  a  week. 

/10  Median  period  of  time  and  wage  for  type  of  work  reported. 
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Income  Other  Than  Cash 

Almost  all  of  the  young  people  in  school  (98  percent)  received  food 
and  shelter.   Most  of  the  out-of-school  received  food  (92.9  percent)  and 
shelter  (94.3  percent)  in  addition  to  money  income.   Clothing  and  use  of  the 
family  automobile  were  additional  kinds  of  noncash  income  received  "by  many  of 
those  interviewed  (table  9). 

Some  of  the  cash  and  noncash  income  received  from  their  families  was 
partly  repaid  "by  the  young  people  in  money  that  they  contributed  to  the 
family.   Sixteen  percent  of  all  those  interviewed  said  that  some  of  the 
money  that  they  had  earned  had  "been  spent  for  family  expenses.   The  median 
amount  used  for  this  purpose  was  $50. 


Table  9. — Income  other  than  cash 


Item 

Young  men 

Young  women 

Total 

16-17 
years 

18-20 
years 

21-25 
years 

16-17 
years 

18-20 

yea.rs 

21-25 
years 

Number  of  records 
Percentage  re- 
ceiving 

Percentage  having 
use  of  family 

72 
66.7 

50.0 

90 
44.4 

60.0 

59 
27.1 

37.3 

80 
80.0 

37.5 

80 

61.2 

'■ 
43.8 

29 
20.7 

48.3 

410 
54.4 

46.6 

Savings  and  Property 

Many  of  the  young  men  had  saved  some  money  or  acquired  property. 
Twenty-eight  percent  had  life  insurance,  29  percent  had  savings  accounts,  33 
percent  owned  livestock,  29  percent  owned  automobiles,  and  13  percent  owned 
farm  machinery  or  other  property  or  equipment.   The  automobiles  and  farm 
machinery  were  owned  mostly  by  the  young  men  18  to  25  years  of  age  who  were 
out  of  school.   Only  27  percent  of  all  the  young  men  reported  no  savings  or 
property  (table  10). 

Considerably  fewer  of  the  young  women  than  of  the  young  men  reported 
savings  or  property.   Eight  percent  had  life  insurance,  25  percent  savings 
accounts,  10  percent  owned  livestock,  2  percent  owned  automobiles,  and  7 
percent  had  other  property  such  as  musical  instruments,  furniture,  and  "hope 
chests."   There  were  59  percent  of  the  young  women  who  reported  no  savings  or 
property. 
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Table  10. — Savings  and  property 


< 


.  . 

Young  men 

Young  women 

Item 

Total 

16-17 

13-20 

21-25 

16-17 

18-20 

21-25 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

Number  of  records 

72 

90 

59 

80 

30 

29 

410 

Percentage  having: 

.  Life  insurance  . . 

13.0 

27.8 

42.4 

6.2 

10.0 

10.3 

19.3 

Savings  account  . 

31.9 

31 . 1 

23.7 

23.6 

25.0 

27.6 

27.3 

Percentage  owning: 

13.9 

26.7 
32.2 

50.3 
35.9 

7.5 

1.2 
10.0 

6.9 
17.2 

16.3 

Livestock  ....... 

22.4 

Other  property  . . 

9.7 

12.2 

16.9 

1.2 

10.0 

13.3 

10.0 

SOCIAL  STATUS  OP  PUPAL  YOUTH 

Host  (84.8  percent)  of  the  in-school  young  people  "belonged  to  at 
least  one  organization,  leaving  only  15  percent  that  had  no  organization 
affiliations.   There  were  30  percent  of  the  out-of-school  young  women  and 
39  percent  of  the  out- of- school  young  men  that  were  not  members,  of  any 
organization. 

The  organizations  to  which  the  largest  number  of  young  people  "belonged 
were  church,  Sunday  school,  and  the  young  people's  organizations  of  the 
church  (table  11  and  fig.  4).   More  than  half  (52.4  percent)  were  church 
members  and  a  quarter  (26.8  percent)  considered  themselves  members  of  a 
Sunday  school.   Membership  in  the  young  people's  organizations  of  the  various 
churches  such  as  Christian  Endeavor,  Epworth  League,  and  B.  Y.  P.  U.  was 
reported  "by  25  percent  of  those  surveyed. 

Nearly  four-fifths  (79  percent)  of  the  organization  affiliations  of 
the  out-of-school  young  people  were  with  the  church, -Sunday  school,  and 
young  people's  organizations  of  the  church. 

The  other  organizations  in  which  more  than  2  percent  of  the  out-of- 
school  group  held  membership  were:   4-H  club,  5  percent;  athletic  teams,  3 
percent;  Grange,  2  percent;  and  South  Porty  Club.   The  South  Forty  Club,  an 
extension  organization  for  farm  young  men  in  Union  County,  included  in  its 
membership  16  percent  of  the  out-of-school  young  men  interviewed  in  that 
county. 
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The  in-school  young  people  had  about  the  same  church  affiliations  as 
those  out  of  school  except  that  slightly  more  of  them  "belonged  to  Sunday 
school  and  the  young  people's  organizations.   Outside  of  the  church  organi- 
zations, they  held  more  than  three  times  as  many  memberships  as  did  the  out- 
of-school  young  people.   Thirty- three  percent  of  the  in-school  group  were 
members  of  athletic  teems,  14  percent  of  Future  Farmers  of  America,  or  a 
high-school  home-economics  club,  13  percent  of  musical  organizations,  15 
percent  of  other  school  clubs  (such  as  dramatic,  literary,  French  clubs), 
12  percent  of  a  4-H  club,  and  3  percent  were  members  of  the  Grange. 

Sixty-five  percent  of  all  the  young  people  interviewed  had  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  extension  service  through  4-H  club  work.   Eight  percent, 
most  of  whom  were  in  school,  were  members  at  the  time  of  the  survey  and  57 
percent  were  former  members. 

More  than  half  of  the  in-schcol  group  (59  percent)  were  members  of  or- 
ganizations other  than  the  church  organizations,  but  only  22  percent  of  the 
out-of-school  group  held  memberships  in  organizations  other  than  those  asso- 
ciated with  the  church. 

Leadership  in  Organizations 

A  third  of  the  young  people  had  leadership  experience  as  officers  or 
leaders  in  an  organization.   Fifteen  percent  of  all  the  young  people  had  been 
officers  or  leaders  in  4-H  clubs,  7  percent  in  the  young  people's  organiza- 
tions of  the  church,  4  percent  in  F.  F.  A.  or  home-economics  club,  5  percent 
in  athletic  teams,  7  percent  in  other  school  clubs,  and  5  percent  in  Sunday 
school. 

Attendance  at  Social  Activities 

Of  a  wide  variety  of  activities,  the  three  which  drew  the  young  people 
most  frequently  were  the  church  and  its  organizations,  the  movies,  and  auto 
riding  with  others  for  pleasure.   The  typical  young  person  participated  in 
each  of  these  nea,rly  three  times  a  month  (table  12). 

Swimming  and  participating  in  athletic  contests,  attending  dances,  and 
attending  athletic  contests  as  a  spectator  were  next  in  order  of  frequency 
with  an  average  attendance  on  the  part  of  all  young  people  interviewed  of  19, 
17,  and  16  times  a  year  respectively.   The  approximate  average  attendance  at 
meetings  of  organizations  not  associated  with  the  church,  and  at  suppers, 
parties,  and  picnics,  was  once  a  month.   In  addition  the  typical  young  person 
interviewed  attended  one  or  two  fairs  and  took  three  trips  to  places  more 
than  50  miles  from  his  home.   An  average  of  3  days  were  involved  in  each  of 
the  trips  made  by  the  young  people  during  the  year  preceding  the  interview. 

The  average  total  participation  of  young  women  was  204  events  a  year 
compared  with  156  for  the  young  men.   The  difference  of  43  more  social  events 
for  the  young  women  is  largely  because  they  attended  the  church  and  its  organ- 
izations, dances,  parties  and  picnics,  and  took  automobile  rides  for  pleasure 
more  frequently  than  did  the  young  men. 
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Table  12. — Attendance  at  social  activities 


Item 


Number  of  records  

Church : 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  t imes  

Sunday  school: 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  times 

Young  people1 s  organization  of  the  church 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  times  

All  other  organization  meetings: 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  times  

Athletic  events: 

Percentage  participating  as  player  ... 

Average  number  of  games  

Percentage  attending  as  a  spectator  . . 

Average  number  of  games  

Swimming  with  others: 

Percentage  participating  

Average  number  of  times 

Movies  and  theater: 

Percentage  attending  . . 

Average  number  of  t imes 

Dances: 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  times  

Church  socials,  parties,  suppers,  etc.: 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  times  

Other  parties  and  picnics: 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  t imes  

Auto  riding  with  others: 

Percentage  participating  

Average  number  of  times  

Pairs : 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  times  

Total  social  participation: 

Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  of  events  

Trips  of  more  than  50  miles  from  home: 

Percentage  report Ing  

Average  number  of  trips 


Young  men 


In 
school 


97 

52.6 
23.9 

29.9 
35.0 

27.8 
29.8 

46.4 
31.0 

47.4 
21.4 
91.8 
20.4 

86.6 


95.9 
32.2 

55.7 
21 . 9 

38.1 
7.1 

74.2 
10.3 

79.4 
33.9 

70.1 
2.8 

100.0 
176.4 

32.5 
5.4 


Out  of 
school 


124 

46.8 
23.0 

11.3 
31.8 

12.9 
21.5 

33.1 
13.0 

11.3 
20.8 
84.7 
15.6 

72.6 
17.3 

99.2 
32.8 


Young  women 


in 
school 


101 


70.3 
29.5 

50.5 
29.9 


33.7 
23.5 

56.4 
40.0 

26.7 
18.4 
39.1 
19.4 

79  .2 

20.4 

97.0 
36.5 


6b. 3    70.3 
27.6   26.7 


32.2 

6.5 

68.5 

8.0 

76.6 
36.0 


2.4 


53.5 

3.9 

36.1 
14.0 

86.1 
45.2 


.1 


100.0      100.0 
140.3  j  217.9 


Out  of 
school 


82.2 
4.3 


35.1 
P. 9 


75.0 
32.2 
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The  average  total  participation  of  the  young  people  in  school  was  198 
events  a  year  compared  with  160  for  those  out  of  school.  'The  group  in  school 
attended,  on  an  average,  more  than  three  times  as  many  organization  meetings 
(church  and  its  organizations  excepted)  and  participated  as  players  in  more 
than  four  times  as  many  athletic  contests  as  the  group  out  of  school.   A 
larger  portion  of  the  in-school  group  reported  attendance  at  Sunday  school. 

The  average  total  social  participation  for  all  those  interviewed  was 
173  events  a  year  which  is  almost  3  1/2  a  week  or  1  every  2  days. 


PROBLEMS  OF  RURAL  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

To  determine  what  problems  young  people  were  facing  in  their  own  lives, 
each  person  interviewed  was  given  a  list  of  14  pro'blems  with  5  subheadings 
under  the  problem,  "Earning  additional  money."   He  was 'asked' to  check  each 
problem  in  the  one  of  three  columns  headed  "Of  great  importance",  "Of  some 
importance",  and  "Of  little  or  no  importance",  which  best  applied  to  his  own 
personal  situation. 


"Earning  additional  money"  was  of  great  importance  to  the  largest  num- 
ber and  "Lack  of  leisure  or  spare  time"  to  the  fewest  (fig.  5).   The  other 
12  problems  were  between  these  two.   Pour  in  addition  to  "Earning  additional 
money"  were  checked  as  "Of  great  importance"  by  more  than  a  fifth  of  the  410 
young  people  interviewed.   "Earning  additional' money"' was  "Of  great  importance" 
to  49  percent;  "Getting  started  in  your  chosen  vocation"  to  43  percent; 
"Getting  additional  education"  to  38  percent';'  "Developing  a  more  attractive 
personality"  to  26  percent;  and  "Choosing  your  vocation"  to  24  percent. 

To  compare  the  problems  of  the  various  groups  of  young  people  it  is 
necessary  to  analyze  the  "problem  situation"  of  'each  group.'  '  To'  do  this,  each 
check  in  the  "Of  great'  importance"  column  was  evaluated  as  2  and  each  check 
in  the  "Of  some  importance"  column  as  1.   These  Values  were'  added  'for  each 
problem  and  for  each  group  of  young  people.   The  total  for  a  group  of  young 
people  is  referred  to  as  the  " problem  situation"  and  in  table  13  is  represented 
by  100.   The  numerical  value  given  to  each  problem  indicates  its  relative 
importance  in  the  total  "problem  situation"  of  the  group. 

The  differences  between  young  men  and  young  women  and  the  differences 
between  the  in-school  and  out- of— school  groups'  are  not  great.   The  problems 
of  the  16-17-year-olds  are  only  slightly  different  from  the  problems  of  those 
who  are'  older.   This  may  be  true  because  the  problems  that  are  most  serious 
•with  young  people  are,  in  part,  life  problems  that  are  not  peculiar  to  any 
particular . age  group  or  economic  level. 


"Choosing  your  vocation"  and  "Getting  started' in  your  chosen  vocation" 
were  more  important  in  the  problem  situation  of  the  young  men  than  of  the 
young  women.   "Developing  a  more  attractive  personality"  and  "To  know  more 
young  people"  were  more  important  to  the  young  women  than  to  the  young  men. 
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Table  13.  —  Influence  ;of  sex  and  school  status  .upon  relative 

importance  .of  .-the  various-  "oroblems 
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"Getting  additional  education"  was  relatively  more  important  to  the 
in— school  group  than  to  those  out  of  school.   The  important  problems  that 
were  relatively  of  greater  importance  to  the  out-of-school  group  than  to 
those  in  school  were  "Earning  additional  money"  and  "To  know  more  young 
people." 

As  other  studies  had  also  shown  that  earning  additional  money  was  the 
most  important  problem  of  rural  youth,  in  making  up  the  questionnaire  five 
subheadings  were  used  to  determine  why  this  problem  rated  so  high.   These 
data  further  emphasize  the  greater  interest  on  the  part  of  the  in-schocl  group 
of  getting  more  education.   The  out-of-school  group  is  relatively  more  inter- 
ested than  those  in  school  in  earning,  money  for .more . recreation  and  social 
life  and  for  establishing  their  own  home. 

Money  for  good  clothes  is  second  only  to  money  for  education  in  the 
minds  of  the  young  women.   In  the  case  of  the  young  men  money  for  equipment 
needed  to  get  started  in  chosen  vocation  was  second  to  education  and  was  con- 
siderably more  important  than  money  for  buying  good  clothes. 


ORGANIZATION.  INTERESTS 

Young  People  Want  to.  Join  an  Organization 

Most  of  the  young  people,  interviewed  answered  "Yes"  to  the  question, 
"Would  you  be  interested  in  joining  with  others  of  similar  age  in  forming  a 
group  to  consider  matters  of  common  interest?"   The  percentage  by  groups  that 
gave  an  affirmative  answer  was: 

Young  women  out  of  school  -  95.4 
Young  women  in  school  -  -  -  95.0 
Young  men  in  school  -  -  -  -  38.6 
Young  men  out  of  school  -  -  32.3 

Type  of  Organization  Desired 

Those  who  indicated  that  they  were  interested  in  joining  an  organi- 
zation were  asked  further  questions  to  determine  the  features  which  they 
preferred. 

Only  9  percent  said  that  they  preferred  a  group  including  only  their 
own  sex  while  91  percent  preferred  a. mixed  group  of  both  young  men  and  young 
women. 


Very  few  favored  a  large  organization  meeting  at  the  county  seat.   Only 
11  percent  indicated  that  they  preferred  a  large  group  (more  than  50  members), 
with  89  percent  approximately  evenly  divided  in  preferring  a  medium-sized 
group  (26-50  members)  or  a  small  group  (5-25  members).   The  county  seat  was 
the  meeting  center  preferred  by  25  percent  while  75  percent  indicated  some 
other  location  with  about  equal  preference  for  the  town  where  the  high  school 
serving  the  area  was  located  and  for  the  community  in  which  the  person  lived. 
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A  considerable  portion  of  those  who  preferred  the  county  scat  lived  close  to 
it  and  had  attended  high  school  there,  .and  although  they  chose  it  as  a  meeting 
center  they  did  not  wish  a  county- wide  organization. 

In  regard  to  frequency  of  meeting,  8  percent  preferred  once  a  week, 
45  percent  every  second  week,  and  47  percent  once  a  month.   That  meetings 
should  he  held  the  year  round  was  the  opinion  of  6?  percent,  while  25  percent 
preferred  meeting  only  during  the  winter  months  and  6  percent  preferred  sum- 
mer only. 

Each  person  interested  in  joining  a  group  to  consider  matters  of  com- 
mon interest  was  gi\^en  a  list  of  IS  discussion  and  demonstration  topics  and 
9  group  activities  that  might  he  included  in  the  program  of  such  a  group.   He 
was  asked  to  put  a  check  after  each  one  that  he  would  like  to  have  included. 
Most  of  those  interviewed  checked  from  10  to  15  topics.   He  was  then  asked 
to  re-examine  those  he  had  checked  and  put  a.  second  check  after  the  2  or  3 
topics  or  activities  that  would  he  most  interesting  to  him  (fig.  6,  7,  and  8). 

Program  Interests  of  Young  Men 

Except  for  "Athletics",  "How  to  get  along  with  people",  and  "Personality 
development",  the  chief  interests  of  the  young  men,  particularly  those  out  of 
school,  centered  in  the  vocational  topics.   In  this  group,  "How  to  choose  a 
life  work"  was  double-checked  more  frequently  than  any  other  topic.   "How  to 
get  started  in  farming"  was  a  vital  interest  among  those  out  of  school,  while 
"How  to  get  started  in  other  vocations"  received  a,  high  rating  from  the  • 
in- school  group. 

Among  the  agricultural  topics  listed,  "Operation  end  repair  of  farm 
machinery"  received  the  highest  rating.   It  was  the  only  one  of  the  agricul- 
tural topics  in  which  the  in-schooi  group  shewed  as  much  interest  as  the 
young  men  who  had  finished  their  formal  schooling.   This  is  prohahly  due  to 
the  fact  that  this  topic  is  of  interest  loth  to  young  men  who  are  mechanically 
inclined  and  to  young  men  who  expect  to  he  farmers.   The  other  three  agricul- 
tural topics,  "Agricultural  problems  relating  to  production",  "Agricultural 
problems  relating  to  marketing",  and  "Agricultural  problems  relating  to  farm 
management"  were  of  approximately  equal  interest,  and  each  was  considerably 
more  popular  with  the  out -of- school  than  with  the  in-school  young  men.   A 
small  but  significant  interest  was  shown  by  the  young  men  in  the  topic,  "Home- 
management  problems." 

Among  the  general  tonics  listed  as  possible  subjects  for  discussion 
or  demonstration  the  two  dealing  with  self- improvement  were  double- checked 
most  frequently  by  the  young  men.   They  were  "How  to  get  along  with  people" 
and  "Personality  development."   There  was  interest  on  the  part  of  a  few  of 
the  out-of-school  young  men  in  "Choosing  a  life  partner."   Some  interest  was 
indicated  in  "Appreciation  of  music",  "Ptiblic  problems",  and  "Hobbies." 

In  the  field  of  group  activities,  the  young  men  were  particularly 
interested  in  "Athletics."   "Lances"  received  the  second  highest  number  of 
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double-checks  in  the  activities  list  and  50  percent  of  those  interested  in 
an  organization  checked  it  as  an  activity  that  they  would  like  to  have  in- 
cluded.' Of  interest  to  a  larger  portion  were  "Organized  trips,  camps,  etc.", 
"Parties  and  other  group  recreation",  and  "Community  service  and  improvement." 
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Figure   6.   -  Program  preferences.      Vocational   topics   for  discussion 

or  demonstration. 
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Figure  7. — Program  preferences.   General  topics  for  discussion  or 

dem  ons t  rat  i  on . 


Program  Interests  of  Young  Women 

Three  vocational  topics,  five  general  topics,  and  five  group  activi- 
ties were  checked  "To  be  included"  by  at  least  60  pi  rcent  and  double-checked 
"As  most  interesting"  by  at  least  11  percent  of  the  young  women  who  were  in- 
terested in  an  organization.   The  high  standing  of  the  two  home-economics 
topics,  "Homemaking  skills  and  practices'-1,  and  "Home-management  problems", 
and  the  two  self -improvement  topics,  "Personality  development"  and  "How  to 
get  along  with  people",  indicate  the  great  interest  of  the  young  women  in 
these  fields. 
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Pigure   8. — Program  preferences.     .Group   activities. 


Except   for  the   two  homemaking  topics,    the   only   one   of  general   interest 
in  the   vocational  list   was   "How  to   choose  a  lifework."      There  was   some   in- 
terest  among  the  young  women   in  school    in  the   topic,    "How   to  get    started   in 
vocations   other  than  farming." 

"Appreciation  of  music"    was   checked  by  more   than  60  percent   and  double- 
checked  by  20  percent   of   the  young  women  interested  in  a  group.      Almost   as 
much  interest   was   shown  in  "Books  and  literature"    and  "Beautifying  the  home 
grounds." 

The  five  group  activities   that    the  young  women  preferred  were:      "Organ- 
ized trips,    camps,    etc.",    "Parties  and  other  group   recreation",    "Dances", 
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"Dramatics" ,  and  "Athletics — teams,  field  days,  etc."   Although  the  out-of- 
school  young  women  indicated  about  equal  interest  in  each  of  these  five, 
those  in  school  showed  a  preference  for  "Dances",  "Organized  trips  and 
camp  s  "  ,  and  " Drainat  i  c  s .  " 


SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

The  most  serious  problems  of  the  young  people  interviewed,  "Earning 
additional  money"  and  "Getting  started  in  chosen  vocation",  were  "both  econ- 
omic problems.   The  median  annual  money  income  of  the  young  people  tells 
only  part  of  the  economic  story.   Although  young  men  16  and  17  years  of  age 
have  a  median  money  income  of  only  $120  and  young  women  of  the  same  age 
only  $60,  they  could  look  forward  to  a  25-percent  annual  increase  in  this 
'amount .   In  addition  to  the  money  income  nearly  all  received  food  and  shel- 
ter and  many  received  clothing  and  were  using  the  family  car.   A  third  of 
the  young  men  out  of  school  had  some  arrangement  for  wages  or  share  in  the 
income  on  the  home  farm,  and  the  median  annual  cash  income  from  this  source 
was  $220. 

A  group  program  sponsored  by  the  extension  service  could  in  part 
satisfy  the  needs  felt  by  the  young  people  when  they  indicated  that  "Getting 
additional  education",  "Developing  a  more  attractive  personality",  "To 
know  more  young  people",  "Lack  of  opportunity  for  travel",  and  "Lack  of 
opportunities  for  recreation  and  social  life"  were  problems  in  their  lives. 
The  important  economic  problems,  "Earning  additional  money",  "Getting  started 
in  chosen  vocation",  and  "Choosing  a  vocation",  could  not  be  so  easily 
solved  by  a  group  program. 

However,  there  is  need  for  an  extension  program  with  out-of-school 
unmarried  rural  youth  in  Oregon  as  only  6  percent  of  this  group  were  members 
of  an  extension-service  organization.   The  need  for  an  extension  program  is 
emphasized  by  the  fact  that  there  were  78  percent  of  the  out-of-schocl  young 
people  who  had  no  organization  affiliations  (church  and  church  organizations 
excepted)  and  that  the  principal  social  activities  of  this  group  were  auto 
riding  and  attendance  at  movies  and  church.  Eighty-eight  percent  said  they 
would  like  to  join  with  others  of  similar  age  in  forming  a  group  to  consider 
matters  of  common  interest. 

The  extension  program  for  out-of-school  unmarried  youth  in  Oregon 
should  provide  for  young  people  16  years  of  age  and  older.   The  number  who 
are  16  and  17  years  of  age  is  almost  equal  to  the  number  who  are  24  and  25 
years  of  age. 

Instruction  in  agriculture  should  be  an  important  pa.rt  of  the  program 
for  the  out-of-school  young  men,  because  only  13  percent  had  studied  agricul- 
ture in  high  school  and  because  46  percent  indicated  "farmer"  as  their  first 
occupational  choice.   YThen  asked  what  type  of  program  they  were  interested  in 
having  an  organization  undertake,  each  of  the  five  agricultural  topics  was 
indicated  as  most  interesting  more  times  than  all  except  4  of  the  other  23 
suggestions. 
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Instruction  in  homemaking  is  of  interest  to  the  young  women  out  of 
school.   Although  39  percent  had  taken  home-economics  courses  in  high  school,, 
the  2  homemaking  topics  were  checked  as  most  interesting  more  times  than  all 
"but  2  of  the  other  26  topics  suggested  for  the  program  of  an  organization. 

The  extension  program  for  the  out -of- school  young  people  in  Oregon 
should  he  "broad  enough  to  be  of  interest  to  the  33  percent  of  the  young  men 
and  56  percent  of  the  young  women  who  wish  to  follow  occupations  other  than 
farming  or  homemaking  and  to  the  16  percent  and  24  percent  respectively  who 
had  no  occupational  choice. 

Program  interests  that  were  general  among  all  groups  of  young  people 
were:   "How  to  choose  a  lif ework" ,  "Getting  started  in  a  vocation",  "Person- 
ality development",  "How  to  get  along  with  people",,  "Appreciation  of  music", 
"Trips,  camps,  etc.",  "Parties  and  group  recreation",  "Dramatics",  "Dances", 
and  "Athletics." 


♦ 
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APPENDIX 

Souxity Date 

*  Situations,  Problems,  and  Interests, 

of  Unmarried  Rural  Y^un~g~PeopLe ,  16-25  Years  of  Age 

Name  Address 


Age Sex Live  on  farm In  country  but  not  on  farm    Village fore  you  born  in 

country Village '. City    Do  you  prefer  to  live  in  country   Village    City 


Education:   During  the  coming  year  do  you  expect  to  be:  In  school    Out  of  school 


Check  highest  grade  completed:  _^_^^_^ /  High  school  /  College  or  equivalent 

/""Z/4/5/6/  7  /3  /  9  /107Tl/12/13/14/15/16/17  or  more 
/  / 

Years  of  agriculture  or  home  economics  taken  in  high  school    What  further  schooling 

is:  Definitely  planned:   Years  in  high  school Years  beyond  high  school    Desired 

or  hoped  for  in  addition  to  that  planned:  Years  in  high  school Years  beyond  high 

school 

Family :   Live  with  parent (s)    Other  relative       Employer         Other 


Mother  living:  Yes No Step Father  living:  Yes No Step Occupation  of  head 

of  family Number  of  brothers  living       Number  of  sisters 

living Members  in  family  living  at  home  (include  self  but  not  hired  help):  Adults 

26  or  older Young  people,  21-25 Young  people,  16-20 Under  16 

Farm:   If  living  with  parent(s)  or  other  relatives  who  operate  a  farm,  answer  follow- 
ing: Owner Tenant Acres Months  of  full-time  employment  on  the  farm  during 

last  year  for  male  workers  16  or  older:  Yearly  basis Seasonal  basis 

Number  of  different  workers  involved:  Yearly  basis  Seasonal  basis 


Principal  cash  crops         Acres  Livestock*  Numb e r 


Approximate  months  of  labor  required  for  these  farm  operations:   Yearly  basis 


i Seasonal  basis Number  different  workers  required:  Yearly  basis Seasoned  basis_ 

*Female  or  feeder  stock,  Interviewed  by 


Extension  Services  of  the  Oreg.  State  Agr.  Coll.  and  the  U.S.  Dept .  Agr. ,  cooperating. 
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Home:   dumber  of  rooms    Have  running  water    Bathroom    Electric  lights 


Telephone    Radio    Do  you  have  own  "bedroom  '   or  share  it   If  living  with  parents 

or  other  relatives,  house  where  you  live  is,.  Owned    Rented  or  furnished 

Employment  and  income  during  the  past  12  months: 

Number   Eours  Earnings  Earnings 

Nature  of  employment,                of      per  away  from  or  income 

duties,  or  source  of  income*           days     day    home  at  home 

$  $ 


Regular  allowance  from  parents:  Weekly   monthly   yearly    ....  $  x  xx    $ 


Received  irregularly  as  gifts,  spending  money,  etc $  x  x  x    $ 


Total   $ $_ 

Days  gainfully  employed:  Away  from  home      At  homo     Total  money  income  $ 


Income  other  than  cash:   Food Shelter Clothing Use  of  auto  (not  your  own 

School  expense  (not  cash  given  for  school  expense)     Other  (specify)  


Nature  of  duties  at  home:   Farm  work    Housework Care  of  own  room Chores  around 

house Other  (  specify) 

Amount  of  money  you  contributed  to  your  family  $     Are  there  local  opportunities  to 
earn  money  away  from  place:  Much     Some      Little  or  none  


Do  you  carry  life  insurance Have  a  savings  account  in  bank Own  auto Own  live- 
stock (specify)  Other  property  (specify) 


Vocation:   Have  you.  definitely  decided  upon  your  life  work? 1st  choice 


2d  choice How  many  years  training  or  experience  have  you  had  for  your  voca- 
tional choice Have  you  already  entered  your  chosen  vocation Kow  many  (more) 

years  of  training  or  experience  do  you  need  to  enter  your  chosen  vocation 


*  Include  wages  at  home,  share  in  business,  4-H  or  agriculture  projects,  trapping,  a  j» 
etc.,  and  employment  away  from  home. 
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Will  you  enter  your  chosen  vocation  or  "be  getting  necessary  training  or  experience 


during  the  next  5  years,  Yes 


No 


If  not,  will  you  probably  he:  Following 


some  other  vocation working  at  home _  _accepting  any  kind  of  job  that  can  he 

found 


Social:   Indicate  organizations  of  which  ycu  are  now  or  have  previously  "been  a  memher 

Office  held   Times  in 
Now  a 
memher 


Organization 


Formerly    or  leader- 
a  memher    ship  taken 


attendance 
last!2  mo. 


Church  

Sunday  school 


Young  people's  organization  of 
■  the  church  , 


4-H  club  

5".?. A.  or  home  economics  club 
Musical  club  (sp. 


School  athletic  team  or  teams 

Other  school  club  (sp. 

Other  (specify)  * 
Other  (specify)  * 


Total 


Other  social  activities 


limes  in 
attendance 
last  12  mo. 


Times  in 
attendance 
last  12  mo. 


Movies  or  theatre _____ 

Dance  s  _____ 

Church  socials,  suppers,  parties, etc 

Other  parties,  picnics  _____ 

Spectator  at  athletic  contests 


Auto  riding  with  others  for 
pleasure. 


Swimming  with  others 
Attending  fairs 
Other  (specify)  .... 


Other  travel  (more  than  50  miles) :  Number  of  trips 


Total 
Number  of  days 


Do  you  consider  opportunity  to  associate  with  young  people  of  your  own  age: 
Ample  Fair Inadequate 


> 


*  Include  community  service  activities  such  as  school  board,  A. A. A.  committee  etc., 
as  well  as  organizations  such  as  Grange,  Farm  Bureau,  lodges,  athletic  teams, etc 
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Problems:   Indicate  by  check  mark  which  of  the  following  problems  are  of  great  im- 
portance, of  some  importance,  or  of  little  or  no  importance  in  your  life  (check 
every  item) 
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Problems 
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1.      Poor  health 


2.   Getting  additional 
education  


3.   Lack  of  opportunity  for 
travel 


4.  Lack  of  freedom  in  making 

personal  choices  

5.  Choosing  your  vocation  .. 

6.  Getting  started  in  your 

chosen  vocation  


7.  How  to  become  more  popu- 

lar with:  a.  The  girls.. 

b .  The  boys 

8.  Developing  a  more  attrac- 


tive personality 


9.   Getting  use  or  more  use 
of  aut  o  , 


10.  Lack  of  sufficient  oppor- 
tunities for  recreation 
and  social  life  


11.  To  know  more  young  people 

12.  Earning  additional 

money  


a. To  buy  good  clothes  ... 

b.For  training  necessary 
to  get  started  in 
chosen  vocation  


c.Por  equipment  necessary 
to  got  started  in 
chosen  vocation  , 


d. Needed  for  more  recrea- 
tion or  social  life  . . 

e. Necessary  to  establish 
a  home  of  your  own 

f. Other  (specify)  

13.  Lack  of  leisure  or  spare 
time  


14.  How  to  use  leisure  or 
sr>are  t  ime  


15.  Other  (specify) 


Would  you  be  interested  in  joining  with  other  young  people  of  similar  age  in  forming 

a  group  to  consider  matters  of  common  interest  Would  you- prefer  a  group  with: 

Young  men  only  or  young  women  only 
be  held:  Once  .a  v/eck 


Young  men  and  young  women Should  meetings 

very  2d  week     Once  a  month     Should  meetings  be  held: 


Year  round Winter  only     Summer  only     Should  group  be:  Small  (5-25) 


Medium  (26-50) Largo  (more  than  50)     Would  you  attend  regularly  if  you  knew: 

Most  of  the  other  young  people  (75$) Some  of  the  other  young  people  (40L/£)  


Only  a  few  of  the  other  young  people  (15%) 
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Would  you  attend  regularly  if  the  meetings  were  held  at:  County  seat 

High-school  center ^Community  center How  many  unmarried  young  people  16-25  do 

you  know:  In  this  community^    In  this  high-school  district     In  this  county 


Group  program:  From  the  following  list  check  items  that  you  would  like  to  have  such  a 
group  take  up  if  you  were  a  member.   Double  check  the  ones  that  would  be  most  inter- 
esting to  you. 


Discussion  and  demonstration  topics: 


How  to  choose  life  work 


Programs  of  existing  rural  organizations 


How  to  get  started  in  farming 


Agricultural  problems  relating  to  production 


How  to  get  started  in  other  vocation Agricultural  problems  relating  to  marketing 

Personality  development 


How  to  get  along  with  people 
Choosing  a  life  partner 
Public  problems 


_Agricultural  problems  relating  to  farm 
management 


Operation  and  repairs  of  farm  machinery 
(including  electricity) 


Books  and  literature 


[omemaking  skills  and  practices  (food, 
clothing,  etc.) 


Beautifying  home  grounds 
Appreciation  of  music 
Hobbies 


Home-management  problems  (budgets,  buy- 
ing, etc. ) 


_Opera.tion  and  repairs  of  home  equipment 
(including  electricity) 

Other  (specify)  


Dance  s 


Parties  and  other  group  recreation 
Public  speaking  and  debate 
Dramatics 


-roup  activities: 

Bands,  glee  clubs,  orchestras,  etc. 
Athletics  -  teams,  field  days,  etc. 
Organized  trips,  camps,  etc.  


Group  singing 


Community  service  and  improvement 
Other  (specify)  


What  does  your  community  need  most 


Notes 
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